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Tape Four, Side Seven, 17 May 1984. Currey interview with Major General 
Edward Geary Lansdale, i t his home in McLean, Virginia. 
L: 
I<. Y\ o 
you 1-k m n ,e.w-, and not to tell the l ies that have been in so 
much of the reporting 
J,\... Q/ rY(" I ..j_ J.._d.. f-
abou t Vietnam W The US needs to cure i ts elf 
of the wounds that it got morally and mentally a nd ethically from 
of it 
the vietnam war a nd the tr uth is an understanding/which is the way 
A: .s ,Lo.- : ..e.-,s 
to it and I was hoping that t;.:t#s would b e that way. But, it tu rned 
out to be every bit as bad as I expected it would be. I think that 
was a tremendous diss er vice to th e Unit ed States to put that series 
[the PBS series on vietnam] on. I don't think i t was an honest 
pr e sentation of what h appe n ed there . And we didn't need that. I'm 
hoping maybe we will eventual l y ge t closer to the truth as time goes 
on but times very short and we're making mistakes in our foreign 
policy and actions in many places because of our feelings about 
vi e tnam. Some of those feeli n gs are mistaken. 
C : 
tJow,1 
¥--e-cr-tr. A There were many parts of th at program th at I thot were 
exceptionally well done . Would you outline some of the reservations 
you had about the PBS series. 
L: Oh . I I don't know. I've that wou ld take me a long 
time t o do. It ' s more than a tape could run. I'd have to think 
over about the series. There're a lot of lit tl e t h ing s we did that 
S'e.,...me..J +o 
look j ust at the people on our side. We nevern see two sides in the 
war . We were always look ~ 'n g a t people on our side and the poor 
vietnamese look different l y th an we did, so they got most of the 
shaft when we went out to belabor ourselves and hit our a ll ies more 
~ tha n we hit ourselves. But we hit ourse lv es quite a bit. We never 
seem to touch the other side . They did things. Like the 
c~t//,,,~ o 1,..,f 
massacres up in Hue, for example, proscribed killings, 4 men, women, 
and children, on lists, checking t hem off and killing them because 
they we re thinking wrong . Som e of th em wer e buried aliv e , by th e 
-2-
lOOOs xxa We lost the warat the Tet offensive and they never even paid 
an y attention to that in the US. In most wars, politcally, they'd 
have XRmRmNRX made that the 'remember the Alamo' ' remember the Maine,' 
not there. 
and 'remember Hue.'/ Incidentally, I went up and tried to get 
President Thieu to put on his postal cancellations on all the mail 
in and out of vietnam 'remember Hue' and he couldn't see the value 
of doing it. Simple, psychological things like that weren't done 
because the leaders on our side, both Americans and vietnamese, 
weren't trained to think that way. 
C: What was 
L: The other side did. Look at Hanoi cancellations and they used to 
r, 5 
~ things and they'd send a sapper team in to blow up something, 
they'd change all the cancellations on the stamps: 'the terrible 
a.-1- ,'.> u,£-h tt. ,,J- :S <,(,, G"' 
explosions done h by the rightest capitalist dogs,' and so on, and 
sometimes their sappers would get caught and the explosions would 
never take pl){ace and here is this commemorative stamp centering on 
the thing. 
C: What would World War II have been like without 'remember Pearl 
Harbor'? 
L: Oh yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Well, we used to think that way. 
C: Seems $ to me one of the main problems with that it hit the 
front of your chair 
L: I see where it did. 
C: Can I get you a tissue? 
L: No, I'll get one. I better wipe that up real fast, too. 
Well, that meant foreword is I wrote about that 
carried it out a little. 
C: One of the program's lacks, in my min~ d, was that it really failed 
oF-
or neglected, to talk in any extended way about the ambitions ~ b ou~ 
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the south vietnamese, from the time of the geneva accords on through 
19 73. When it did talk about them, it showed how do you pro-
nounc e his name? Low-anh? 
L: Loan. Yeah 
~ 3 t;J.., '1 s 
C: blasting Hre brains out. That whole effort was largely 
un e xplored in that PBS prograM. 
L: Yeah. Yeah. Well, the journalists, American journalists, 
used to look at the with a very jaundiced eye, at the leaders in 
a. 
Saigon. Never looked at J:,.B-e government where people were trying to 
do the right thing, they'd pick a handful of leaders and denigrate 
them. Sometimes, it would just be in the adjectives used, just 
that they weren't ever very good, any of them. I remember when Ky 
used to they used to really go in to get Ky out. I advised 
Ky: 'be careful when you talk to the press. Don't they know 
that all they have to do is get you talking and you're going to put 
your big foot in your mouth. Let me com e in at the next press con-
ference.' So I did. And they started asking him a lot of questions 




Well, the next thing (chuckle) he put his foot in his 
[illegible] from the back of the room, and he said 
"You talk too damn much, and you know it." Which he 
Ua..S 
did. The press w~ d doing that. I remember that the American 
group out there had a press conference on pacification and asked me 
to talk at it, for the vietnamese press. The vietnamese press told 
a..+ 
me t h a t t h e y we r e s h o c k e d - - ·ti"nn e v e r y t h i n g I w a s t a 1 k i n g a b o u t , I 
was telling them what the vietnamese forces were doing and the 
vietnamese government, and I said, "Who the h e ll do you think 




your forces, and your pacification. And we're trying to save your 
people and bring you all together here. So of course I am." And 
they said, "Well, we 
3e-f' 
can~$ that from our own army," and I said, 
"Please do and backstop them and tell them you're proud of what 
they're doing. And please jump me as an American 
get Y~';; and having to talk to you vietnamese about your own country 
and your countrymen." Afterwards, I got bawled out by the Americans 
for doing it that way. I said, "you're supposed to get in and be 
the leader on these things. That's the role that an American should 
be playing out here." It was shocking to the v·etnamese press. 
This was about 166 or 1 67. The vietnamese and in charge of 
that was General Tang (?) at the time, very close friend of mine. 
The Americans came and told Tang that he shouldnt have anything to 
do with me anymore. They had a new program going and he was to work 
with other Americans. He was a husky vietnamese and he made a fist 
and he started corking the guy on the muscle. "I want you to know 
that my friend, this ed Lansdale, i'm going to see him any goddam 
I want to 
time/and tell him any goddam thing, and if he wants to give me any 
advice, I'm going to welcome it." This guy went, Ow. You're hurt-
ing me. He was right from Washington. God, that was funny. I 
was sitting there. I said, Go on and tell him if you want. I'm 
o.. '1y /..ov:> 
going to go on seeing him ~ , I don't care what you say. The 
only thing is,s give me a ticket out of here and get me out of 
Vietnam and then I can't see the guy. As long as I'm here and as 
long as he ne e ds help, I'm going to help him. He's a friend of 
mine. ·f-Doesn't matter what he's up against, I'm going to try ~ 
help him succeed. Which I did. 
C: Well your ticket out of Vietnam did come, and I understand 
theL e was a time when you were almost barred from going back to 
I "I . 
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vietnam or talking about it 
L: Oh, yeah. 
C: How did that happen, General? 
L: I don't know how it happened. I was I'd been out on the 
vietnam task force and 
problems with Cuba for him. 
Kennedy got me in working on some 
While I was working on those, ap-
parently, I got shut out of anything to do with vietnam, yet 
T"'-t +.:, 
I ' d s t i 1 11] p a y a t t e n t i o n a n d g o b a c k , a n d M c N am a r a ' d s a y N o , a n d 
Kilpatrick--deputy secretary of defense--would sajt No, you go on 
and keep going on Cuba which the president wants you to work on. 
Then finally, I tried very hard to I sensed something was 
going very wrong in Vietnam with Diem. I didn't know they were 
threatening to overthrow him. But I could tell there was some 
sort of movement afoot, and I talked to McNamra, to Harriman, on 
the thing, as though they were going to overthrow Diem, and I 
explained "There's a constitution in there. Please don't 
destroy that when you're trying to change the government. Remember 
there's a vice president who's been elected and is holding office 
now, and if anything happens to the president, he should succeed. 
Try to keep something sustained there." Course they threw it all 
out, they broke up the whole political system. 
C: Yet you had been listened to before rather regularly. You 
don't really know what happened t during that period of time ? 
L: Ah, no. xk In Vietnam, Diem was asking for me. I didn't know 
that. Evidently he was making loud strong noices that he wanted me. 
But h e was always going through an ambassador who sent in in to 
Washington and 
C: Well, this 
they'd say No. 
.. tl,,e.,,. 
1 o o s e n e d u PA f o r 
So, I never got that . 
awhile after Johnson took office. 




b + h. e-r, 
air f orce~Y ,ielre ii ~ -
oaf- of 
I was under the 
there just before Kennedy was assassinated in 163, 
and I went 
I 
yeah, 63, and 
out 
the day of my retirement was the day of the coup out in Saigon. 
C: Welllll. 
L: 
j U- 6 + 
This guy who Acalled this morning [to his home in McLean] was 
head of AP in town and an old friend of mine from Philippine days 
of World War II. Called me from the Washington bureau and wanted 
my reaction to the news from the said we just got a flash 
from Saigon that something's happened to Diem. I said, "Just what's 
happened to him?" "Well, there's a coup of some sort going against 
him and we don't have any word yet, but what do you think?" I said. 
He said, "Well, I thot you were out there, that might have been you 
running the coup .. " Was my first thought. And I said, "No, I just 
retired today. I'm retired from the airforce just today." So that's 
how . I remember it was all at the same time. 
Then I went in, volunteered to work for Food for Peace at the 
White House because the director 
director of CARE, who was a good 
of Food for Peace was the former 
friend Of mine , Di Ck ~ e'. U. i c--..r 
i,,.:>v~ Dick had asked my help, to come in and give hif m ideas on that Food 
er' <?._e. eel' 
~~( for Peace programs. 
.J,~ 
I came and worked for nothing at 






House as a retired air force tyr.e there. Then Cabot Lodge invited 
t'-" l't~ ;- [ca,-½ 'T-.- J Fe.io ) \ft l1~ 
me to lunchAand said that the presidentAwanted me to go out as his 
' I .J<> l--~'le 
assistant out ~her~, Vietnam. Lodge sai ~ d wanted me out there 
j,-' L.c! tt ~ L.(), tt. e 
before and ACIA had opposedit very hard. So he said he wanted me to 
go out and head CIA out there. Well, I imagine they would oppo,(se 
I 
that. I was an air force officer. Actually/had been a member of 
the U.S. Intelligence Board; directing our operation. 1 Used to 





NSA and everything which was about 10 times as big as CIA. So I said 
I imagined some people out there wouldn't like it 
'yo.k<t-L 
he asked me to go ahead and help run pacification 
if 
in 
I went out. But 
Vietnam. So I 
said, Well that's an old subject with me and I used to run it and 
we won in the old days and I guess we have to do it again. I'd try 
it once more. That was a mistake. They wanted me to do it a certain 
way, closer to the wrong ways. Everybody had their ideas on how to 
fight that war and you know, you put your left -¥ and come across 
with a right cross this way; and they say, It's a fencing match! 
Stop boxing! They didn't seem to know that. And they still don't 
seem to know. I'm really worried about our getting into another war 
and knowing what to do. Maybe the soviets are going to fight our 
style now. I don't know. Maybe they're gonna their espionage 
is so goddam good they'll finally learn how to do it the American 
style, a mass of big things, and maybe we can lick them at it. I 
hope that's so. 
C: One of the projects you were interested in, according to my notes, 
~ after your return from Asia was a "Freedom Studies Center" that 
you wanted to create? A cold war college? 
L: Yeah. 
C: Would you talk to me about that? 
L: Yeah. The • this what the dickens was this operation? 
It was one still going on • that came to me looking for ideas 
of -1--l...e ones r 
and this was one A ~ try to get them to I'm sorry. My D!lRD!lS~XXR 
memory for names and pulling out of the file system here isn't very 
good. This is a something Security something. They sent 
around and they got members and they; they're in Boston, Virginia 
headquarters. Ah. Umm. Anyhow, it's a p f rivate operation. It 's 
now almost well, not quite .it~ to the right of center, 
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but they've got some far-right guys mixed up in it, and there isn't 
anybody to the left of center, I think, mixed up in it. A lot of 
retired military are in the and it's National Security 
something or other. American Security Council, or something like 
that. Anyhow, they came talking to me about what I was going to 
do when I retired. I was telling them that they ought to start a 
freedom academy across the board from right to left and keep out 
the far right and the far left, have a lot of people in the middle 
ground. I said, not only bipartisan in their leanings, lets have 
i 'I +l,,- > 
a real American mixture of ideas ~ and we set up I suggested 
that it be set up at Yorktown; we've got some land down there, 
and I said that would be in commemoration of the American revolution's 
biggest victory in the 
some land available in 
American revolution. Well, I'm sure there's 
e,d.--s Y 
roads, /l access there, air force close by, easy 
in there. I put down roughly a line of studies of what xk6uld be 
taught there, bring foreigners in there and give them a chance &0 
of ways they could develop their liberties at home. 
-Hte-M 
Encourag e'! and 
teach them for their work at home. We'd teach Americanism just the 
way the communists help revolutionaries get communist parties 
started. I said, We shouladt get into political parties at all 
but help them at least achieve American ideals--universal ideals--
and start applying them. They went down my list of political 
people to invite in to give guidance to it and they got all the 
right and far-right political people in to support it and nobody 
flobo/Jy ?{,f-
towards the middle and ~the left and they were all either Republicans 
or too far right to be Republicans. It was almost a John Birch 
Society roll call. I refused to have anything more to do with it. 
as soon as they didn~ have • I was going in to head it up and 
try to make it work, but I said you can't call that an American 
-9- / 
something. That isn't what our country is all about. I said, we 
tolerate people like that but just barely. 
them with any strength or ability. 
We don't want to endow 
C: Did congr e ss for awhile consider this idea 
L: They might have. 
p e> ;,. . .;. /,:.,.,t__ / , · ,1 I- '2 res -f-, 
I r e member I went up 
It had a lot 
structure of 
I spent 
. I' J, 
an organization f what 
o f p o 1 i t i c a 1 i n t e r e s t i n i t ., a. I CJ+ 0 f=.-
n o ~Jl:11:; 
a 1 1 s u m m e r ~--rrrg- o u t t h e 
it's classes would be like and 
how it would work overseas, and where you'd get people from, who 
could recommend men and how would they subscribe to and finance 
it privately. 0 r pub 1 i c.J.ly , re a 11 y . 
C: You didn't see this as a government operation? 
L: No. 
C: In th e sense of 
L: No. 
C: Annapolis or West Point. 
L: No. No. I'd hoped that the US government would do something 
like that but I never saw the opportunity to do that. The US 
~ () w"-n'lt:)i') 
never seems to understand the tremendous value of some of the ~ 
things we do with foreigners around this country. I remember, for 
example, when the navy came in for the sealift for refugees in 
vietnam, Admiral Steven came down to Saigon to talk to me and he 
brot his staff. He stayed at my house. One of the staff officers 
had been at Bragg and took a special forces course there and he 
said, Gee, ther e was a vietnamese lieutenant and he used to com e 
over to my house and my wife and I had him out in the kitchen when 
we prepared dinner for him and we became very close friends with 
Minh 
him. A lieutenant Mann. So I asked him his full nam e and he told 
me. And the guy had just taken over a radio station, he was in 
the vietnamese army, General Hinh wanted to overthrow the President 
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Diem at the time, have a coup against him, and I was trying to talk 
him out of that. And he'd sent men in to grab the national radio 
station. Minh was in G-5, worked with me in G-5, and he went in 
--took some of the G-5 troops--and took over the radio station and 
came out with anti-Diem broadcasts all the time. And they were very 
vicious type of things; far more than Minh could have written or any 
vietnamese, and I saw certain French phrases in there, and x I 
quickly find out that this Frenchman was in ~ the radio station, 
writing thes scripts for these guys. Very clever, very vicious, 
telling psy-war stuff. Actually, lot of gallic wit I had to 
secretly admire. Later, meeting the guy in Cambodia and talking 
to him, where he was advising Sihanouk, I told him You and I are 
old enemies and I sort of enjoyed your wit and hoped you'd drop over 
dead, laughing at some of your jokes. That guy was clever. So 
anyhow, the navy guy's there, and this guy said he'd known him at 
Bragg, so I said, Can I borrow your officer here and you leave him 
down here a few weeks with me and he can help solve a problem that 
I've got? And he said, O.K., you're detached. Stick around Saigon 
with Lansdale. 
I went out to the radio station, drove out in a jeep. They 
had a tank in front of the station. They had the gun pointed at 
t1tri J +t...e- .J--,"-.f. ~~ ~·v.-o,-pe d ..... .., cl ,c t I -
my jeep I told this guy, Get up in the jeep with me here, and 
i 'I +o 
had him yelling up -&-t the radio station, at the second floor, for 
lieutenant Minh. I said, I've got an old friend of yours here. 
Tell your goddam tank to point his cannon some other direction so 
I can bring him in and we can talk to you. Minh did that. He 
said, Oh yes, he recognized him right away. Started yelling. Was 
very happy to see him. Invited him in. I told this navy lieutenant 
-11-
I said, you get in xx close with Minh again and get him to change 
broadcasts against Diem and jumping Diem for not being anti-com-
munist enuf. Nothing else. Just that. And I said, Th e guy's 
anti-communist. He's a nationalist and the French can't stand 
that which is why the French are doing what . kl th e y 
anticommunist and the French will let you do that and then we can 
answer that and settle this thing, which was done. Took 
about two days to finish it up. 
Now here was a navy guy. That wasn't a clandestine operation 
or anything. It was something anybody could have done. You do 
these things when you're fighting for elbow room to fight in. 
I used to clash with the French like that all the tim e . They were 
keeping tabs of almost everything I'd do and find horrible things 
wrong with whatever it was. It was usually in the motives they'd 
ascribe to me. It was always anti-french; they did this because 
they hated the french. Well, it never was that. I us e d to feel 
sorry for some of the french. And I couldn't tell them that; it 
would have been worse. I thot maybe I ought to make them really 
shut up, tell them I just feel sorry for you guys, which I did. 
Jeass jesus. Th e y we r e s u r e I w a s d o i n g i t f o r v e r y me a n , r~ a 9 fil<S 
reasons. Jealousy, or something. You Americans think you're so 
;ha:/-
goddam good, you don't give us any time in the sun. lJ Sort of a 
feeling. And that was the furthest thing from my thinking out 
th e re. 
C: Ghen you were talking about your freedom center, you were 
talking about the political spectrum and how this group got people 
to the right of center. On that same political spectrum, general, 
wh e r e would you place yourself? 
L: Middle. 
-12-
L : middle. middle. I think people used to ask me whether I 
was a democrat or republican. I said I'm an American, which es-
sentially we all are, and there're liberal democrats or liberal 
republicans, there're rightist democrats and conservative democrats 
and conservative republicans. I sometimes I'm a conservative, 
?t-116 sometimes I'm a liberal, and it's up to me M my citizenship gives 
me the right to be that way and to me it's very precious that I have 
that, a character to rely on. I'd like other people to have the same 
thing. I think it's the most precious thing that any human being can 
have, that freedom. 
C: Well, I've visited with you on 4 different days. 
hu~ Maybe 5 days, I think 3 in February and 2 now ~ in May. 
you an unfair question. 
L: O.K. 
2 in February. 
I want to ask 
C: 
~ '( I) IA, 
I aske where you felt you belonged, in the political spectrum. 
Have you formed any opinions as to where I fall in that spectrum? 
L:I suspect you're very close to the same. You've given up a number 
of things to serve your country in the military. That takes acer-
tain feeling for your country and an unselfishness to do it. You're 
very concerned about the history of people who are serving 
their country, and this last book, the poor Gis in there, I feel 
sorry for them. 
C: I did too. 
L: Yeah. I gathered you did. Jesus, to get caught like that. 
C: You must have looked thru it last evening. 
L: I glanced thru, I haven't read it yet. 
C: Oh, yeah. 
L: Began to find out something about you, and I liked what I saw. 
-13-
You have empathy for them, and so on, and you try to approach each 
with some understanding. I guess you see what's there, which 
not everybody does. A lot of people are looking around that don't 
see what they're looking at. i How about it? You tell me. 
C: I felt comfortable with your description. I'll have to tell 
you a private joke. When I'm at the university, my colleagues 
there think I'm a fascist. 
L: Oh, really? 
C: When I put my uniform on and go to a military base, most of my 
soldier officer friends think I'm some sort of flaming liberal. 
So if you average those two positions together, it brings me right 
smack into the center. And I feel comfortable there. And I was 
particularly impressed by what you were saying awhile ago about 
how sometimes you feel and act in a liberal way and sometimes in a 
conservative way. That describes me so much. On some issues I'm 
very liberal, on others I'm extremely conservative. 
L: Well, that's the definition of an American really, I mean, a 
true definition. 
C: Thank you. 
L: True American. 
~or' ,¼--~e.. iV\.osf -4'..._,.-t • 
C: Yeah. Americans have never been idealogues A They've had the 
opportunity. / 
L: When there was 
et,-l'lfi -
the ~ - war thing going, that's the label they 
tried to pin on me in very emotional voices, strident. My name was 
almost a cuss word with them. I cheerfully said Yes I am . I 
believe in my country very much. I'd do anything for it. I think 
we all stand for the right thing and even to let people like you 
stand up and talk. 
-14-
C: That's right. I've 
C O ,.. s e, "a_ ~ ,· " e..-> 
always mistrusted someone who is always 
011. a.-iy ,' 5 5'-(.e. 
r~--g-1+-t about everything. Or always a dedicated liberal A They're 




L :_1kt- ,-:5h.T, 
L: We I 1 , 1y o u h a v e to have empathy . Be aware once in awhile of 
people around you and what makes them tick. 
Mrs. L? I thought you had to be at the airport, at 1:00. 
C: No. I'm leaving at 1:00, in a half hour. I'd never make it 
Mrs. Lansdale, if I had to 
Mrs. L: I thot you were 
C: No. I'm going to leave your home at 1:00 so I can get th ere. 
L: You're going up to National? 
C: Yes. 
Mrs. L: You mean just going straight from here? 
C: No. I have to go back to my friend's home in Springfield and 
pick up his wife cause I have his car and she's driving me to the 
airport . 
Mrs. L: I thot you'd lost track of time. 
C: Well, thank you. Thank you. 
L: Well. I don't want you to miss out on your travel arrangements. 
C: Nossir. I'm not going to let you do that. 
L: O.K. (chuckle) 
C: (chuckle) 
C: I feel badly because you, in my experience with you, you eat 
lunch at 
L: Oh. 
a very punctual time and I 
No. I 1 m terrible that way, 
·t>e. r-,.,"',._ tly, 
myself ~ I used to 
(j.. .,,_ J. ....,.z.. !L 
like to have 
my staff live with me and get a group together A all work and talk 
together all the time and understand what was happening and they 
-15-
LLS"e.d-
~ to call it the monastery, strait-laced, and then gripe: You 
starve us to death. Dinner time comes, or lunch time, and you're 
busy doing something and you tell us go on and eat. But I always 
tell them, go on, don't mind me. But they were always waiting for 
me. Lunch or dinner, day after day, it used to drive me nuts. I 
said, do that, I'm trying to get things done here. Incidentally, 
I used to lose a lot of weight that way, and I wouldn't do it for 
that reason, it was just a consequence of being so interested in 
what was going on that I'd work until I was sick. It was just 
fascinating work and I didn't want to miss any of it. Didn't want 
to miss any moment. 
I can remember flying out to Asia, I'd wait and then the 
Honolulu airport, I'd put on my asian uniform, khakis, made for me 
out there. I had them tailor made in Manila. And after life in 
Washington, I always had an inch or two extra around my waist and 
I'd have to suck in my guts and hold my breath and very painfully 
get my pants fastened. They'd be horrible. Holding in my breath -fa do JLJ. 
And then after a week or o out in asia they were sort of loose 
t,,... S -f'tP 
and falling down and IA 4 have to get them tailor made just to get 
them to stay up. So there was always change of weight very much 
for me and of course it was always hot and I was always sweating. 
It was strange. Thg e last time I went to vietnam, I was living in 
a very nice house and doing work on the ambassador's staff. A very 
different life style for me .. They had airconditioning and suddenly 
I realized, Gee, I like airconditioning¢. 
First time I'd ever had airconditioning in S a igon. I realized it 
got hot there. Before I 'd never realized it was as hot as it was. 
I'd never used that. I'd always had a mosquito bar and a screen 
but no airconditioni/ ng or fans. Used to have ceiling fans in all 
-16-
the houses th e re, that was all. This last tim e the air conditioning 
felt good. It was a more sedentary life. 
C: Be fore we mov e too far away from it, from politics, what kind of 
an assessment would you give to the current administration in its 
for e ign policy? 
L: I think they've tried to do the right thing as compared to a 
Carter administration, for example. I'm a little more comfortable 
with some of theirf ttempted moves than I was with some of Carters .. 
Carter"s h e sitations which I us e d to cringe at, and couldn't under-
stand frankly, ~ - But some of these moves are are 
r '"" 
ar e unsuccessful moves that ~ • ve be e n sorry that we're making. 
Putting the marines in to keep the pe~ ace in L e banon, I couldn't 
understand why we did that. The reasoning is nothing that I could 
ever do myself and I couldn't understand anybody else doing it. 
~ We 've made friends in El Salvador. Now, Duarte is a Christian 
Democrat. Th e Ch r i s t i a n Demo c r a t s TVe,k n ow'\ a n d s om e o f t h em a r e 
very close friends of mine, are people who have no awareness of 
th e realiti e s of politics of today. They're very nice people, I 
like them as dinner companions, as friends. One of them is a 
I 
he> 
great pianist, one of their world leaders, a close friend of mine 
and I sit down and he plays the piano, he plays old New Orleans 
(:_ Di.t, / J 
jazz and I Asit there 24 hours and listen to him play the piano. 
But when he gets into what's good for people, I think he's way off 
base. Th e right wing is too far right and he's over 
d'Aubisson is over helping the death squads and everything 
end of this side of the tape 
/ 
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Edward Geary Lansdale, at his home in McLean, Virginia. 
C: You were saying about El Salvador? 
L: Well I just hope things I'm going to learn more about 
this next week when I get a briefing at the Pentagon so I don't 
r ~cl;~ s 
trustA the newspapers to get the truth, is one thing. We're served 
by theWashington Post here and I often fight with the way they handle 
news. They used to handle the vietnam war so it would get me writing 
letters to the editor all the time. They would publish my letters, 
and then write a lead editorial calling attention to my letter to 
the editor and how wrong I was. See, they always had the last word 
in an argument. I C: Yeah. 
L: And that used to infuriate me. Oddly enuf, enuf people were 
seeing that, that I was fighting, that I was in a bar down in 
Georgetown, and I was a friend of mine was getting married 
and this was a bachelor party for him, so I went in and asked at 
the bar for him and I gave my name and people that weren't in the 
bachelor party were drinking at the bar and turned around and 
offered to buy me a drink because I was fighting with the editor 
of the Post. They said, We're on your side, you know. We and a 
lot of the other readers are. So let us buy you a drink. 
C: When they revealed to the world that Cincinnatus was really 
Cecil Currey 
L: Yeah. 
C: and they were trying to tell who I was, they had me 
not only as a civilian history professor butsimultaneously I was 
the active duty chief of chaplains. You try to you think 
that didn't upset our chief of chaplains? 
L: (chuckle) Oh yeah. Yeah. 
If 
-2-
L: That must have been a lot of fun. 
r+w~6 ., 1 C: A very interesting time. _r+ C.e.-r-'t~;n Y \.J ....,S, 
L: Yeah. 
C:L A~ long your assessment of our current administration 
L: Now how could you do something like that being an officer of 
the rank you were, see? 
I 
C: That's right. Thats right. 
L: 
~o v-> '-t' 
You asked me I did1 · I'm sure other officers think) How did you 
ever do such a thing? Whoever gave you permission to act that way? 
C: Oh yes. Oh yes. There've been a lot of people who've been 
M~ry unhappy with what I did. 
L: Yeah. That' ,t s it. But again, that's what the our citizen-
shp confers on us. And, incidentaly, that's why I like the draft. 
It's a n unpopular thing to say, but I remember the draft services in 
World War II. We had a cooss section of the United States wherever 
our armed forces went. Among the peoples of the world. Probably 
be~ etting all the bastards around the world, along with them, they 
'd--w,::t..6 a.-' 
were getting the good with the bad. But I think /l ~ wonderful 
thing to have that cross section and I'm not sure that the way 
they're getting just the volunteer services now is sufficient for 
a cross section; to get enuf of a of America along with it. 
C: We're getting a good cross section of blacks and low economic 
women and hispani9cs. 
L: Yeah. And that's unfortunate. Yeah. Getting too much of any 
one thing. 
C: What do you forsee the next trouble spot of the world to be 
as far as American military power is concerned? 
L: Well, it's interesting. The communists are , .. dream~ of an 
attack on us, includes getting bases in this hemisphere and working 
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closer and closer to us. So, I think the thing we should continue 
' $ 
to be concerned about it ' any further encroachments in the hemisphere. 
I was very happy they acted promptly in Grenada the way they did 
and I hope we can do the same thing elsewhere. I find the president 
V €.,r y +,, -L,,.._ t/L 
of Mexico t. o b-t1 v ery naive~ about what's happening just south of his 
border, the way he did in Washington during his current visit. That' s· 
~ a disservice to his own country and to his neighbor to the north. 
But the mexicans were always like that. They. as wealthy as a 
guy gets to be as president, he still thinks of himself as a 
dPwn 
revolutionary inheritor 1 in Mexico and they forgive the communists 
almost anything and they shouldnt do that. 
more clearly the dangers they're facing. 
They should see a little 
I think there's a danger 
there. I think that we're in to a phase of affairs in the world 
where the economic well-being is of such a primacy that the 
economic factors are things that will cause frictions and wars. 
Look what's happening in the straits of Hormuz now, the oil, that's 
very definitely a danger spot. And not one we can do too damn much 
about. It's too distant for us. And yet we should be worrying 
about that. Who knows? Maybe the next world conflict will be 
caused by some economic need and oil and the lack of oil might 
very well be the cause or part of the cause. Or the prime mover 
of the causes. I don't know quite what we do about it. I 1 i ke 
the idea of this high frontier of defense, of getting something 
that would defuse a nuclear attack on high and getting into a 
race, maybe, with the soviets and othrs on building up defenses 
and make goddam sure we don't have another nuclear conflict of 
some sort world-wide. That I'd like to see. I think that makes 
far more sense to me than disarmament talks which you can never 
quite trust. Everybody agrees to disarm, why, how can you e ver be 
-4-
foJ/;_, y ~ 
sure ~ the systems the way they are in the world~ I know 
because I used to try and keep track of the soviet nuclear bases 
a nd their I CBMs etc, and running the budget on devices to keep 
track of what they were doing, listening in electronically 
and so forth, atmosphere tests, it's a very uncertain • huge 
expenditures of really don't contribute to anything, and 
if we were spending the same huge expenditures that were at least 
contributing to our safety and the other side wanted to spend the 
same to contribute to their safety. Great! 
C: Someone has suggested that the United States and the Soviets 
Sorf 0 ~ 
ought to jointly develop this~ star-wars defense against nuclear 
attacks. What would your feeling be about that? 
L: Great. HM~XKMXIKX Why not do it? It's hard eT],R'lough to keep 
track of them on the ground, anyhow, but, of course they might 
be doing secret things to kno~k down our satellites with their 
weaponry. We might have to develop the same thing and I trust 
--f ~A.....J .., 0 ,c Id e ve,r-
that whoever the brains are ~ arrange~ such a thing will take 
e.rio"-J '1 
all that into consideration and have it all well~ thought out 
so we can have some safeguards. But knowing they're human beings, 
I sort of doubt that. ki I w~ ould hope that th e y would. 
C: I want to jump back several years ~ ow , 
L: A quarter of. (the clock has just struck) 
C: Right. You moved at one point toDenver. 
L: Yeah. 
C: Where did you live in Denver? 
L: On the base there at uh 
C: Lowry. 
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C: In the airforce housing there on the base? 
) 
L: Yeah. My family was out in California at the time and I was 




OH? I thot you had your family with you there. 
No. no. I had a very nice place in Marin country 
San Francisco and I left them there while I went to 
just north 
0c,\ene., 
Lowry #\ I 
was hoping I didn't think it was going to be very long there. 
They had me teach some classes, which I did, and I spent most of 
my time trying to get out of teaching, unlike you. 
C: I'm up here, aren't I? 
L: Yeah. They used to complain that my classes were too noisy. 
I'd I was getting all the people in my classes thinking and 
talking; what can you teach in intelligence but for guys to look 
at problems and think of ways to solve them? Themselves. And they 
wanted me to teach 
here's how to solve them. 
these're the problems you'll get and XNRXR 
I can't possibly tell what problems 
they're going to run across. What I want to do is get a problem 
and how 
C: Much 
do you go about solving 
+l.. e.,,, 
like you' r e teaching of 
it? 
tactics. A person never knows what 
the enemy situation is gonna be. He just keeds to know how to ad-
dress an enemy situation. 
L: That's right. 
put it up to 
We 11 they 
,> 
about 150 
came in to one of my classes and I'd 
,;_ o o rn11-'I be, 
in the class /). and I said, I was 
taking a problem out of the morning papers, I said, you're the air 
attache in Ankara, Turkey. A turkish friend of yours in the turkish 
airforce has invited you over to dinner with your wife. You go 
there and the soviet air attache is there and the east german and 
a english is there. And they bring up in whatever the problem 
is how wrong the US was doing something, and they are making 
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remarks on that. Now, whatwould you say to them? Made every guy 
in the class tell me what the thrust would be. They came in. A 
big argument's going on in class. Th e y came in to inspect the way 
I wa s teaching. They said: Mayhernls going on in there. I said, 
No. I was trying to teach them how we make US policy and why and 
what the basis would be for some of our decisions. We usually 
have pretty idealistic reasons for mmrnmmmm@ things we do, we did 
in this case, and I just wanted these guys to ferret them out 
and think thru and then decide how to answer foreign criticism. 
Not as a secretary of state or as a president but as an airforce 
officer overseas. I said, usually, they just sit and get em-
barrassed and leave an 1 decide never to go back again. So we did. 
Sound off on that. I was teaching them how to sound off. They 
were bawling me out at the officers club and we were back in a 
room and they didn~ have the lights on in the lounge off t ~ he bar. 
My students were just corning in from their classes, up to the bar, 
f /,,,ue (}..,IV 
along with other stud e nts, ( rnany schools at Lowry in those days, 
engineering and so forth. And all my class went and bought 
newspapers and were getting a beer at the bar, but reading the 
news and arguing with each other and one of them saw me sitting 
there in the dim light and a bunch of them came in holding up the 
a...r-s ....... : "!I 
papers ~ about an item of news. And here were these generals and 
they, wax whatever it is in the airforce for education, some com-
rnand that they had, and were arguing with me on this thing and I 
said, I'm happy thyy're aroused by this so much that even on their 
off duty time they're still thinking and they're very much aliv e 
on this, and that's all, I was trying to arouse them. That's all 
any of us can ever do. I said, that's what teaching is all about. 
O.K. So they sent me down to a Alabama, to that school I 
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forget the airbase there, to learn to be a teacher. 
C: Montgomery? 
L: No. It was close to Montgomery. Selma. It was 
I 
fa l.,__,b...., ,-vl. 0-", 
Selma !\ We had 
an airbase there. It was a small one. And they put a course 
j;Vi"'1 iT 
they had top educatmrs down therefrom Columbia n and so forth. They 
had maybe 50 students all together. But everything was averaging 
out for a grade, so while I was there, I was figuring out, well, 
I don't want to flunk abysmally, but I don't want to be in the 
top 10 or anything here, that way I'd get assigned for life as an 
educator, which I don't want, and I'd like to be in the middle 
someplace and justenuf above so I'd not rank among the stupids, 
? 0 <fi,_e,,y t.J> ()v<,/ cl. (; ~ h -1--' 
not too bright tho, not enuf~ to keep me here. So I very carefully 
in all the exams, figuring out the percentiles, in the class. 
Son of a bitch, comes graduation, and they said, Congratulations, 
Number 1 in the class, and I said I couldn't be. I'd figured it 
out. I'd carefully missed questions and everything. I can afford 
d own +"- v 
to miss so many on this exam and I 
D r--
+ middle ~ the percentile group. 
w a s . sure I ' d got t en 1 i n-t~ 
C: Sounds like your clasmates were better mathematics students 
than you were. 
L: Well. None of them admitted to me that they were th ey 
all wanted to be teachers. That was a great thing, you know. 
We can sit back for a time in a base, I can get my family there, 
have years, and just be teaching and I can go on and get a job in 
ce,{' fa,r-w.,,_,,-,J ,, 
a university nearbvy aft s l'.'--- wo ~ &. Well, that's not for me. I 
don't want that. 




C: And then you spent 4 years in the military there. And then you 
went to the Philippines. You didn't really have an opportunity to 
S:: ; .-s•-l- ? 
spend much of your /) marriage with your family , d : d "f o <A.., · 
L: Nah. No. I did before the war and mostly during the war I was 
in the US 
in 1 47 or 
and they were around. They came out 
w i,1,i. ,.... ,lj, . 
148 A my kids went to school in Manila. 
to the Philippines 
We came back to 
California and I had a house in Marin county there I was very fond 
of. I had an orchard and a lot of fruit trees. A nice rambling 
place and a very lovely spot to live. I'd like to be living there 
today, as a matter of fact. One place I really liked. No, you're 
right. And my Mids missed having a father during the days when 
they'd be going to boy scouts. And I missed having them. So they 
should have grown up hating my gut. Maybe they do. I don't know. 
I don't think so. I tell them they're better fathers than I am. 
They're both very much closer to their children than I ever was ro~A~~. 
And I think it was because of the way I brot them up. My own 
father raised me t he same way. He wasnt close to us at all. He 
was a workaholic. He did~t see us because he was at the office 
,._ 
and children aredt allowed around an office. He was part of ~ 
huge family. I forg e t how many brothers and sisters he had. 
Countless numbers of them. 17 or 16. One of those huge old 
fashioned families. He'd suffered some disadvantages because of 
having so many brothers and sisters. Family money didnt go around 
enuf to pay for a kid by the time he came along .. Too bad. 
C: What caused the death of your first wife, general i ~ 
I 
-9- -9-
'I- d ,,,. '-t i<.r1. e ...., • 
L: Uh. A She was several years older than I was. 
c t.,r ::s./:,,__'1 
S h e w a s a J>..'-tiH!r 
i+ 
s c ientist and didn't want a doctor. I think ~
 was something like 
emphysema or something like that. She used to be 
a very h ea vy 
smoker,xw~wis quit, 
my father because of 
became quite 
it. I came 
religious ang got very close to 
+1-. .... + W<(..,S C:d-- .... :~,j..,i.,__" 
from a family c:,,,-r. ,rl_cfTl scientists 
and I got xian science nurses for her, I tried to get 
her into a 
nursing home. I tr i e d to get her over to the a i r 
force hosp it a 1-f o be I ooked et+ 
but she woulddt let me do it. So, and she told me w
hen she was 
going to die LSniffles], and said goodbye [voice fades 
and breaks], 
but uh, we were very close otherwise. [voice streng
thens] . But 
l.f~" it was rough(~· She was a good wife to put up with me. But I 
to 1 d her the reasons . I don ' t know that she ever be 1 i 
eve d them .rea 111 • 
-/-/.. : ,.., I<_ + I.. ¢_ re.. 
It's a I don't -k·n-e-w- that she ever believed that 
t -R-e--4:-,:- were 
people in the world 
Huks and everything. 
that we were up against people like the 
And yet, when she was over there in the 
Philippines, the Philippine army would escort us from 
parties 
with armor, light tanks, scout cars and heavy weapons. A
nd she 
would tell me not to go to some of the places. I'd com
e back 
with bullet holes in the car, and not tell her, and sh
e'd think 
I was making up some story about it. So I stopped talkin
g about 
it. I just told her once, and if she didn't believe it
, that was 
her feelings on it. I remember I got a car shot up with 
Spence 
Davis once. He was with the AP and wanted to go out and 
see the 
Philippine army fight Huks. I drove him out to one of th
e 
when I was PIO I drove him out in an old staf car and
 I 
knew there was a fight going on and I drove him up to the figh
tJ n~, 
T -+oo/C.... one / o e, IC. OL" d.. I 
and the Philippine army was running, retreating. I told him
, 
I'd better back out of here and went to shift the g e ar 
an d the 
clutch just hit the floor and nothing; I couldn't shif
t . The 
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, 
clutch wasnt pulling the thing open at all and a cotter pin had 
fal len out. I got underneath the car and looked to find something. 
Finally, under the in the rear of the car I found some hair-
p ins . r_ Gue s s they ' d had a WAC or something , shacked up in the car a.+ o ,.e, +; M.S • 
I fold some old rusty hairpins. My hands were all full of grease. 
I went under and Spence was lying on the ground and ballets started 
hitting the car and finally I got a hairpin in where the cotter pin 
had fallen out. I said, well get in the car, just keep your head 
).Jew. 
down, get as close to the floor as you can, I can get us out ~ 
Le,./-; Drive out of here, which we did. And h.e., L,,Jro+-e... ;./- '-'Lf Co.- AP. 
C: Wonderful. Wonderful. Well, general, my time is all gone and 
with your permission I 'll correspond with you this summer and 
'7. u.. i I ,e__, b <,l. '2.,& ..J-1 ~ n .s . 
~ probably send you some ~  
L: I'll send you some names also. 
C: I may give you a call on the telephone if something happens and 
I want to check ~th y ou Io-r--- your response. I may want to come 
back in August. 
L: O.K. Sure. 
C: And I appreciate very much your willingness to have these 
conversations with me. 
L: Well, I hope they've been helpful. 
C: Oh yessir. 
L: I"d hate to 
END OF TAPE 
